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from the Bengalis and they were never properly integrated into the

local
population. Since the partition of the East and West components of Pakistan in 1971,
over 300,000 Bihari people have been living in 116 makeshift inhuman camps situated all
over Bangladesh.

Our problems include inequality, discrimination, and political and social
marginalization of the affected Bihari Urdu Speaking community in Bangladesh. Biharis
are the most disadvantaged people in Bangladesh as we are not recognized citizens of
this country, which we consider our home. We are marginalized and virtually stateless
people. For the last 37 years, we have been suffering from racial discrimination,
discrimination due to our language, intolerances, frustration and depression. As Biharis
we have no access to any means of survival in society, socially, culturally, and
economically.

In the fundamental rights of the constitution of Bangladesh it says that “No citizen
shall, on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth be subjected to any disability,
liability, restriction or condition with regard to access to any place of public entertainment or
resort or admission to any educational institution”.

The camp where | live is called Geneva camp. | remember that when my friends
and I, some of the young students living in the camps, completed our primary education






Like Imam Uddin many Urdu-Speakers do not have a chance to get jobs in the
public or private services because they are living in camps. As a result the poverty rate
among the camp dwellers increases and children are forced to get jobs in the garage
shop or Handicrafts shops. Some end up doing harmful and hazardous work, which
causes them physical and mental damage. They then become a burden in the family and
society

A girl child who lost her father needed to get admission to an orphanage because
her mother needed to go to work in the garment factory to earn her livelihood and could
not look after her. The regulation of the orphanage is that the parents or the guardian
should enclose a Ward Commissioner certificate declaring or confirming that he/she is
orphan. But the Ward Commissioner will not issue any kind of certificate for the camp
dwellers, as they are not Bangladeshi. That girl wasn’t able to get admitted to the
orpEREEHe)TYATI1T0.50270TD0.0017Tc(to) Tj/TTI34i.



